TAX RELIEF PROVISIONS FOR LOW INCOME SENIORS |
AND LOW INCOME PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

In accordance with Section 319 of the Municipal Act, the County of Wellington has adopted
a program of tax relief for the purpose of “relieving financial hardship” due to property tax
increases for low income seniors and low income persons with disabilities.

The program allows for property tax increases up to a maximum of $500 annually to be rebated
to eligible property owners. The intent of this policy is to provide a mechanism to assist those
least able to pay a significant increase in taxes due to a reassessment.

To be eligible a low-income senior must have attained the age of 65 years and be in receipt of
benefits under the Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS) program.

To be eligible a low-income disabled person must be in receipt of benefits under the Ontario
Disability Support Program (ODSP). If you do not receive ODSP, you may still qualify for tax
relief. Eligibility may be determined on a case-by-case basis in consultation with the County
Social Services Department.

OTHER PROVISIONS

e To qualify for tax assistance, applicants must have been ocwners of real property within the
County for a period of one (or more) year(s) preceding the application

e Tax assistance is only allowed on one principal residence of the qualified individual or the
qualifying spouse. Appropriate proof of residency establishing continuous (i.e. not part-time)
residency must be provided. Verification of documentation provided in conjunction with an
application may be carried out independently at the discretion of the County

e Tax relief applies to current taxes only (not tax arrears)

e Tax relief amounts are only cancelled after payment in full is received for any current or past
year amounts payable

e For properties that are jointly held or co-owned by persons other than spouses, both or all
co- owners must qualify under applicable eligibility criteria in order to receive tax relief

e Tax relief begins in the month in which the low income senior attains the age of 65 or in
which the low income disabled person becomes disabled

o \Where property assessment has been reduced by an Assessment Review Board appeal or
Request for Reconsideration, property owner is liable to repay any applicable cancelled
amount

Application for tax relief must be made annually to establish eligibility or continued eligibility and
should be directed to the local municipal office in which the property is located. Applications
must be received by November 1% of the taxation year in which the relief is being requested.

You may obtain an application form at your /ocal municipal office, County of Wellington
Administration Centre or by printing the document below.

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact Emma Reddish by
phone at 519-837-2600 ext 2940 or 1-800-663-0750 or by e-mail: emmar@uwellington.ca .

(Applicaton for Seniors & Disabled Relief)



The Corporation of the County of Wellington
Administration Centre
74 Woolwich Street, Guelph Ontario N1H 3T9

APPLICATION FOR TAX RELIEF FOR THE 2010 TAXATION YEAR

Low Income Seniors and Low Income Disabled Persons
County of Wellington By-Law No. 5081-09

Please check one: Low Income Senior

Low Income Disabled Person

Name:

Address:

Telephone No: Roll No:

Length of time at that address:

Mailing address if different from above:

Please attach evidence of either a) or b) as follows:

A. For Seniors:
1. Proof of receipt of Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS)
under Part Two of the Old Age Security Act

B. For Disabled Persons:
1. Proof of receipt of disability benefits under the Ontario
Disability Support Program (ODSP), or
2. Eligibility may be determined on a case-by-case basis

[ have read and understand County of Wellington By-Law 5081-09 regarding
tax relief for low income seniors and low income disabled persons.

I acknowledge that [ am responsible for property taxes not covered by the tax

relief provisions of County of Wellington By-Law 508 1-09. You may review the
By-Law by visiting the County website, Treasury Department. (www.wellington.ca)

Name: Date:

Signature:




